
Table 10—Number of hired farmworkers and all wage and salary workers earning less than the 
minimum wage in the U.S., 1990-2000.1 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Annual weekly averages 
Item 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 11-year 
 Average2 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Hired farmworkers 
 
 1,000 workers 
 
Total workers 886 884 848 803 793 849 906 889 875 840 878 859 
 

Percent 
Receiving less than  
 the minimum wage 20.4 23.5 19.9 19.5 23.7 18.1a 19.8 21.0 24.9 17.6a  16.2 20.4  
Receiving the minimum  
   wage and over 79.6 76.5 80.1 80.5 76.3 81.9a 80.2 79.0 75.1 82.4a  83.8 79.6 

 
 All wage and salary workers 
 
 1,000 workers 
 
Total workers 104,351 103,166 104,054 105,407 108,170 110,220 112,142 114,697 116,882 119,130 120,972 110,835 
 

Percent 
Receiving less than 
 the minimum wage 3.8b 4.4a 2.9ab 2.6ab 4.9ab 4.5a 4.6 5.2ab 6.1ab 5.2ab 4.8ab 4.5 
Receiving the minimum  
   wage and over 96.2b 95.6a 97.1ab 97.4ab  95.1ab 95.5a 95.4 94.8ab 93.9ab 94.8ab 95.2ab 95.5 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: It was assumed that the new minimum wage applied for the entire year in 1990 and 1991 because the change occurred in April in 
both years, and the old minimum wage applied for the entire year in 1996 and 1997 because the change occurred late in the year (Oct. in 
1996 and Sept. in 1997).  The minimum wage was $3.80 in 1990, and $4.25 in 1991 through 1996.  It increased to $4.75 in Oct. 1996 and to 
$5.15 in Sept. 1997.  Employers of hired farmworkers who employ fewer than 500 man days of labor in a calendar quarter, or 
employ workers primarily engaged in range production of livestock are not required to pay the Federal minimum wage. 
1 Hourly earnings are based on reported wages for hourly workers and a computation of usual weekly earnings divided by usual hours 
worked by all other workers. 
2 Data for all 11 years were summed and then percentages and averages were calculated. 
a Significantly different from previous year at the 95-percent level of significance. 
b Significantly different from 11-year average at the 95-percent level of significance. 
Note: Data for 1994 and later years are not directly comparable with data for 1993 and earlier years, and data for 2000 and later 
years are not directly comparable with data for 1999 and earlier years because of changes in survey design. 
Source: Calculated by ERS using data from the Current Population Survey earnings microdata file. 

 
 


